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Shiloh Overview 

As the oldest African 

American Baptist Church in 

Delaware, Shiloh Baptist Church 

is a congregation built on a rich 

history. Our congregation 

consists of approximately 233 

members.

 

Pastoral Search Committee 
Address:  
Shiloh Baptist Church 

C/O Pastoral Search Committee 

215 West 23rd Street 

Wilmington, DE  19802 

 

Phone: 
(302) 655-5315  

 

Church Website: 
www.shilohwilm.org 

Memberships 

Shiloh has a rich history of involvement 

with several religious organizations. 

 Progressive Baptist Convention 

 American Baptist Churches USA 

 Philadelphia Baptist Association 

Congregation Demographics

13-17 yrs

18-34 yrs

35-64 yrs

65+ yrs

http://www.shilohwilm.org/
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Shiloh Mission & Beliefs 

Mission 

To provide a Bible-based, spirit-filled ministry engaged in a 

spirit-led worship that touches the heart of God, preaching 

and teaching, with integrity, the word of God, equipping the 

saints to do the work of Jesus Christ and to evangelize the 

world. The work will be designed so as to serve God as we 

serve people. 

 

What We Believe 

 We believe that God is the creator and sustainer of all things. 

 We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  

 We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, the agent of Jesus Christ, 

released to all believers at the moment of salvation to convict us, correct us, inspire us, 

and instruct us.  

 We believe that Humanity is the supreme creation of the eternal God, made for His glory 

and created to achieve His purpose.  

 We believe that the Church is a community of persons who claimed, through faith, Jesus 

Christ as their Savior and Lord.  

 We believe that sin is the willful departure from the Will and Word of God.  

 We believe that because of our faith in Jesus Christ, we will one day experience the 

Second Resurrection.  

 We believe as Baptists there are two rites or practices Jesus commanded the church to 

keep. We refer to these as ordinances because we believe they are symbolic acts that 

symbolize what the Lord has done in the life of His believers: 

 The first ordinance is the Lord’s Supper, also known as Communion, and  

 The second ordinance is Baptism. 
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Shiloh History 

Shiloh Baptist Church, the first African-American 

Baptist Church in Delaware, was formed in Wilmington 

in 1874 and had 21 charter members.  In 1874, Rev. 

Thomas M. Eastwood was the pastor of First Baptist 

Church, a local white church.  After that church’s 

return to the Philadelphia Baptist Association, Rev. 

Eastwood and members of his congregation started a 

Sunday School for local African-American people. 

Early in 1875, members of the Sunday School group 

assembled in the dining room of Annie M. Anderson to 

discuss plans to create a new church comprised of 

African-American members. 

In addition to Sister Anderson, this group consisted 

of Maggie Blakely, Maggie Mitchell, Jacob Galloway, 

Jefferson Crayton, Louisa Crayton, George L. Hall, 

Sarah Hall, Jeremiah Miller, William M. Winston, John 

Banks, Monroe Lord, John W. Jackson, Mary 

Henderson, Susie Henderson, George Taylor, and 

Hattie Dumpson.   

Later that year, Rev. Benjamin T. 

Moore of Charleston, West Virginia, a 

student at Wayland Theological 

Seminary in Washington, D.C., now 

Virginia Union University, answered the 

call to pastor this group of church 

workers.  The Church was formally 

organized on May 31, 1876. 
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Originally, the members met in a rented 

building, the Old Masonic Hall on West 

Twelfth Street, between Market and Orange 

Streets.  That meetinghouse quickly became 

too small and the Church endeavored to 

build a new one.  The first meeting place 

purchased by the Church was located on 

the corner of Twelfth and Orange Streets in 

Wilmington.  It was purchased in 1877 and 

building operations commenced in 1881.  The building was dedicated in 1885. 

In January 1946, the Church purchased 

the former home of the East Baptist Church on 

Fifth and Walnut Streets.  Members of the 

Church worshiped there until the City of 

Wilmington’s redevelopment project required 

Shiloh to move again.  In 1971, the Church 

approved the purchase of property on the 

corner of Twenty-third and Washington Streets.  

In June 1972, the Church formally occupied its third building and present location. 

In its 146-year history, the Church has 

only had eight pastors.  Rev. Benjamin T. 

Moore served as pastor from the 

Church’s founding until his death in 1928.  

Rev. Robert R. Richardson served as 

pastor from 1928 to 1930.   Rev. Arthur R. 

James served as pastor from 1931 to 

1943.  Rev. Percy Lipscombe served as 

pastor from 1943 to 1949.  Rev. W. Lymon Lowe served as pastor from 1949 to 1957.  Rev. 

Dr. William E. Manley served as pastor from 1958 until his death in 1990.  Rev. Christopher 

Thomas Sims served as pastor from 1991 to 1995.  Finally, Rev. Clifford Izola Johnson has 

served as pastor from 1997 until his retirement in May 2022.  
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Pastors of Shiloh Baptist Church 

 

Highlights of recent accomplishments 

Link to complete biography of Shiloh’s Pastors available here.   

 

“And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed 

you with knowledge and understanding.”  JEREMIAH 3:15 

 

Rev. Dr. Clifford Izola Johnson 
 

 

Rev. Johnson faithfully served as 

Pastor of Shiloh from March 1997 

until his retirement in May 2022. He 

was a graduate of Adelphi 

University, New York Theological 

Seminary and Eastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary. In his God-

given Ministry, Rev. Johnson led 

Shiloh with an emphasis on Spiritual 

growth, education, economic development, youth development, leadership 

development, and meaningful social outreach. Rev. Johnson’s vision was not only 

limited to the walls of Shiloh, but also became very much a part of the community and 

State of Delaware as his desire was to bring about broader transformation and renewal. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wVEY5mTIRlf3VUADIC1ji9HyE13ORnX4/view?usp=sharing
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Rev. Christopher Thomas Sims 

Served Shiloh February 3, 1991  

to November 1995 

 

Rev. Dr. William E. Manley 

Served Shiloh March 1958  

to April 17, 1990 

 

Rev. W. Lymon Lowe  

 

Served Shiloh November 1949  

to August 31, 1957 

 

Rev. Percy Lipscombe 
 

 

Served Shiloh July 1943  

to April 5, 1949 
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Rev. Arthur R. James 

Served Shiloh February 1931  

to January 1943 

 

Rev. Robert R. Richardson 

Served July 1928  

to June 23, 1930 

 

Rev. Benjamin T. Moore 

Served November 15, 1876  

to March 12, 1928 
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Meet Shiloh 

Shiloh Baptist Church is a historically African American Church located in 

Wilmington, Delaware. With missionary roots, we are a congregation committed to 

improving the quality of life for people by addressing the spiritual, emotional, and 

physical needs of all of God’s children. Shiloh is structured with ministries that are 

designed to bring about spiritual growth, fellowship, and service.  

Ministries 

 

  

Present Ministries 

Adult Usher’s Ministry  Male Usher’s Ministry  

Christian Business Guild Media Ministry  

Christian Education Membership Retention 

Christian Services Guild  Men’s Fellowship 

Communications Music Ministry  

Community Pantry Nursery Ministry  

Culinary Outreach Missions Ministry  

Diaconate Scholarship Ministry  

GIRLS Ministry  Seasoned Saints 

Health Ministry  Transportation Ministry  

Hospitality Ministry  Trustee Ministry  

Joshua Youth Ministry  Women’s Fellowship 

Leadership Council  Youth Usher’s Ministry  
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Potential Areas for Growth 

Membership/Fellowship/Ministries 

 Increase outreach and engagement of youth and young adults through programs 

such as mentorship 

 Small group activities (e.g. Bible Study) 

 Maintaining involvement of the Baby Boomers demographic 

 Increase fellowship opportunities for virtual membership 

 Merger of some ministries over the years to be more effective  

Finance  

 Increased contributions to the Church through tithes and offerings and additional 

teachings to increase understanding of Biblical principles of tithing 

Church Partnerships 

 Continue work within community through Nehemiah Gateway Community 

Development Corporation 

 Engagement with City of Wilmington to address local issues such as gun violence and 

inequalities in the educational and health care systems 

 

There are also opportunities to revive and establish new ministries. 

 Young Lions (ministry for boys and young men) 

 Singles Ministry  

 Marriage Ministry  

 Sunday School 

 Parenting Ministry  

 Updated Children and Youth Ministry 

 Mental Health or Counseling related ministries 

 Expanded Technology Ministry  

 Other ministries the new Pastor might suggest 
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Worship & Current Church Life 

As we emerge from the COVID pandemic, the Shiloh family, like many 

congregations finds itself in a time of transition. Over the past two years we have 

witnessed turbulent times in our nation due to many long unaddressed injustices. We 

adapted to virtual worship, experienced personal and congregational losses of many 

within most senior demographics, and rejoiced as many of our youth transitioned into 

young adulthood.  

As a congregation, our intention and goal is to build the Church that Christ wants 

and the community needs. We believe that Christ wants us to continue striving towards 

a church that is relevant, while carrying forth the spiritual ideas of the historical Black 

Church with excellence. Shiloh is a church where Christ is the center, and as a result, we 

serve as the light in the community.  

Built on the foundation of the Black church, 

pre-pandemic Sunday worship service 

consisted of traditional hymns, responsive 

readings, and litanies (see appendix A).  While 

we stand on tradition, we are also progressive 

and embrace the opportunities that new 

leadership will bring to meet the challenges and ever-changing needs of people in this 

current generation. 

During the pandemic our ministries shifted to virtual meetings and safely continued 

to stay connected and fulfilled their missions. Many ministries are moving back to a 

combination of in-person and virtual meetings and are in the process of planning for 

2023.  

At Shiloh we believe that Bible Study is essential for spiritual maturity and spiritual 

effectiveness. Currently, you will find the church engaged in virtual study or worship 

throughout the week. Monday night is Men’s Bible Study, Tuesday night is Adult Bible 

Study, Wednesday night is Youth Bible Study, and Thursday evening is prayer service.   
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Pre-pandemic, the Shiloh congregation was extremely active in ministry that 

supported both internal and external growth. Some highlights are summarized below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shiloh was actively involved with other houses of worship in the Ninth Ward district 

which is the community where Shiloh resides. Traditionally, we have participated in the 

interfaith services for Thanksgiving and in recognition of the MLK Jr. Holiday. Through 

coordination by Outreach Missions Ministry, Shiloh has provided volunteers, meals, and 

transportation to support Family Promise of Delaware as they help families experiencing 

homelessness and work to help them achieve sustainable independence. 

 In partnership with American Baptist Home Mission Societies, Shiloh has sent delegations 

to New Orleans and Puerto Rico to aid in rebuilding following natural disasters.   

 Executive Minister and members of the congregation served communion and 

participated in worship services at two local nursing rehabilitation facilities.  

 Members of the Outreach Missions Ministry provided monthly worship services on the 

second Sunday to youth incarcerated in the local detention center. 

 As part of our annual church anniversary services, Shiloh sponsored a community day 

event as an opportunity to fellowship and connect with our neighbors providing 

resources and information through give-aways.   

 Annually, our Men’s Fellowship Ministry has held a retreat that has drawn men from 

within and outside of the congregation.  

 The Women’s Fellowship Ministry has joined churches of the Philadelphia Baptist 

Association in Women’s Conferences, conducted local workshops, and annually 

hosted the Seven Last Words of Christ Good Friday Service with dynamic female Word 

Bearers from churches throughout the local area.  

 



12 

 

Order of Worship - example 

Sunday, February 16, 2020 

10:00 A.M.  

~Order of Morning Worship Service~ 

Devotions                                                                                                                                

9:45 A.M. 

Call to Worship                                                                                                

   -INTROIT                                              Give Glory To God                                   Male Chorus 

-Invocation                                                                                                       

*** 

-Morning Hymn              #595 – When The Saints Go Marching In                Congregation 

*** 

Responsive Reading     #30 – Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.    

Gloria Patri 

Intercessory Prayer                                                                                         

Selection                                 Keep Your Eyes On The Prize                            Male Chorus 

Welcome of Visitors                                                                                   Hospitality Ministry 

   Pastoral Emphasis                                                                           

Selection                       Something About The Name Jesus - Allen                Male Chorus 

 -Dismissal for Children’s Church (ages 5 – 9 years old)   

 -Dismissal for Teen’s Church (ages 10 – 17 years old) 

Tithing Litany                                                                                                  

-Presentation of Tithes and Offering                                                                          Trustees 

   Come On Let’s Praise The Lord 

-Doxology                     Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 

-Scripture                                          Romans 1: 13 -17 

Sermonic Selection                #549, This Little Light Of Mine                          Congregation      

*** 

Sermon                                                                                              

Invitation to Christian Discipleship 

Jesus Is Love 

Benediction                                                          

Something About The Name Jesus 

                    *** Congregation Seated             - Congregation Standing   
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Pastoral Qualification 

   

Important Pastoral Responsibilities and Activities 

 Attend committee meetings       

 Attend various church functions       

 Conduct weekly bible study and prayer meetings    

 Counsel and advise individuals, couples, and families    

 Conduct business meetings       

 Outreach and Evangelism       

 Office work and administration       

 Personal devotion, prayer, and family time     

 Prepare and deliver sermons       

 Visit current and prospective church members       

 Visit home-bound and nursing home residents     

 Visit the sick and hospitalized       

 Spend time with the youth 

Desired characteristics of a Pastor 

 Called by God and anointed to preach 

 Integrity 

 Truthfulness 

 Honesty 

 Faithfulness 

 Sense of Humor 

 Ability to Teach 

 Love of People 

 Strong Administration Skills 

 Community Oriented 
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Geographic Profile 

Shiloh Baptist Church is located in the City of Wilmington which is located in New 

Castle County in the State of Delaware. Below you can find more information about the 

region that is home to the Shiloh Family.  

Delaware 

Nestled between the states of Pennsylvania and 

Maryland, Delaware was the first of the thirteen original 

colonies to ratify the Constitution, making it the First 

State in the Union on December 7, 1787. Originally, 

Delaware was part of the lower counties of 

Pennsylvania before declaring independence in 1776. 

In addition to being known as “The First State,” Delaware boasts several other 

nicknames including, “The Diamond State”, and “Small Wonder”. 

 Delaware is the second smallest state in land size at 1.981 square 

miles, but is also one of the most densely populated. Recent statistics 

(2020) record the state’s population at 990,837. The state is organized 

into three counties—from north to south, New Castle, Kent and Sussex. 

Delaware is home to several institutions of higher learning: University 

of Delaware, Delaware State University (HBCU), Wilmington University, 

Widner University School of Law, Goldey- Beacom College, and 

Delaware Technical Community College. 

For performing art enthusiasts, the First State is also the site of a rapidly growing food, 

culture, and arts scene. Throughout the state are numerous playhouses and theaters 

that are home to acting companies and ensembles, orchestras, opera and ballet 

companies.  

Delaware is home to variety of music festivals such as: Clifford Brown Jazz Festival, 

the Ladybug Music Festival, the People’s Festival for 4Peace, Tribute to Bob Marley, and 

the Rehoboth Beach Jazz Festival.  
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Unique events such as the Point-to-Point Steeplechase, Wilmington Grand Prix 

cycling, and NASCAR events at the Dover Motor Speedway complete the Delaware 

calendar of activities. 

Delaware is a mix of urban, suburban, and industrial areas in the north, with beautiful 

beaches along the coast and agricultural regions towards the south. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Castle County 

New Castle County is the northernmost of the three counties of 

the State of Delaware. As of the 2020 census, the population was 570,719, making it the 

most populous county in Delaware, with nearly 60% of the state's population. 

The county seat is Wilmington which is also the state's most populous city. New Castle 

County is included in the Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD Metropolitan 

Statistical Area. Although the smallest county in the state in terms of land area, New 

Castle County has the highest population and population density of any Delaware 

county. It is also the most economically developed of the three counties in Delaware. 

New Castle County is home to two minor league sports teams: the Wilmington Blue 

Rocks (baseball) and the Delaware Blue Coats (basketball), both of which play in 

Wilmington. Located in the heart of New Castle County is the Airport Speedway which 

is dedicated to micro-sprint racing with races on Saturday nights throughout the 

summer. 

Notable Delawareans 

 Joseph R. Biden, President of the United States – We Know Joe. You Can Too: Walk In the 

Footsteps of Biden, #46 (visitwilmingtonde.com) 

 Clifford Benjamin Brown – American jazz trumpeter and composer – 

www.CliffordBrownJazzFest.org 

 Edward Loper, Jr – renowned artist 

 Louis L. Redding – prominent lawyer and civil rights advocate 

 Bryan Stevenson – prominent lawyer and civil rights advocate 

https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/blog/post/we-know-joe-you-can-too-walk-in-the-footsteps-of-biden-46/
https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/blog/post/we-know-joe-you-can-too-walk-in-the-footsteps-of-biden-46/
http://www.cliffordbrownjazzfest.org/
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City of Wilmington 

Located 30 minutes south of Philadelphia, and at the 

mid-point between New York and Washington DC, 

Wilmington is right in the middle of it all. The city boasts 

excellent connections to the region, as well as to 

national and international destinations from Philadelphia 

International Airport (PHL), Wilmington Airport (ILG), 

Amtrak / SEPTA Wilmington Station (WIL) also known as 

the Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Railroad Station, I-95, and I-495. 

The prime location of Wilmington has also contributed to 

its economic development and success since is birth. During times of war and peace, 

Wilmington’s accessibility by water, road, and rail has anchored its economy from the 

industrial revolution through modern times. Industries such as shipyards, steel foundries, 

automobile manufacturers, machinery and chemical producers led the way in the 

past, and now multiple redevelopment projects, promising startups and growth-stage 

companies lead the way for the future. Due to favorable tax structures, more than half 

of all Fortune 500 companies call Wilmington their corporate home. 

Wilmington is a historic city that combines the old and the new. Its almost 400-year 

history is evident everywhere, from the historic neighborhoods and original buildings 

that are still in use, to redeveloped areas such as the Riverfront district that has 

transformed from a former shipyard and industry hub to a center of entertainment and 

recreation. The greater Wilmington area is home to some of the finest gardens and 

estates in North America, which are part of the legacy of the du Pont family. 

 

 

Key Websites and Resources 

 Greater Wilmington, DE Hotels, Events, Restaurants & Things to Do (visitwilmingtonde.com) 

 About Wilmington – About Wilmington | Wilmington, DE (wilmingtonde.gov) 

 Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway – Wilmington Underground Railroad sites 

 Art Loop Wilmington – monthly – www.ArtLoopWilmington.org 

 August Quarterly – www.augustquarterly.org 

City of Wilmington Census 2020 
Data - Population: 70,898 

https://www.visitwilmingtonde.com/
https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/about-us/about-the-city-of-wilmington
https://www.wilmingtonde.gov/about-us/about-wilmington/wilmington-underground-railroad-tour
http://www.artloopwilmington.org/
http://www.augustquarterly.org/

