The Leadership Enrichment Arts Program (LEAP)

LEAP is an award winning arts program from Austin, Texas, which serves youths and their parents from all backgrounds in the Wilmington area.

LEAP started in 1996 at OperaDelaware. In 1998, LEAP’s  leadership was transferred to Shiloh Baptist Church.

This multicultural program focuses on the arts to provide exposure to a variety of experiences. LEAP participants attend operas, dance and theater performances, concerts and visual arts exhibits. They meet role models, such as artists, academicians, successful business people and many different kinds of professionals. This exposure assists young people in becoming more proficient in academics and to determine career aspirations.

Participation in LEAP requires a personal commitment to learning and discovery. Participants represent grades 4th through 12th and come from diverse backgrounds. The program has the additional value of involving parents, guardians and/or siblings. On many occasions, entire families attend LEAP events and share in the cultural benefits of the program.  





How does LEAP work?

LEAP  is a community-oriented program through Shiloh Baptist Church. Applicants to the program are evaluated and chosen on the basis of both need and the sincere desire to experience learning through the arts.

Parents/guardians of the participants are bound to use LEAP’s experiences to teach and encourage leadership, diligence, perseverance and determination to foster the will to succeed in their children.

During the calendar school year, at least one event a month is selected, preceded by a “prep session” where the entire group hears from two speakers. One is an inspirational and motivational speaker; the other preps the group on the upcoming art event to facilitate understanding and appreciation of the activity.

Through these speakers and events, LEAP seeks to bring the benefits of higher education home to young students as well as common values of a better and more rewarding life.

LEAP aspires to offer ever increasing opportunities to its participants. Through the volunteer efforts of LEAP’s Board of Directors, the program is expanding.

Who is involved with LEAP?

LEAP is under the leadership of Reverend Dr. Clifford I. Johnson, Pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in Wilmington, Delaware. Reverend Dr. Johnson is an advocate for families and for opening up opportunities to young people.

His philosophy is “to help students leap into promising futures. Our program starts each year with a lot of faith and our commitment to give young people a chance at seeing life as it can be for those who give it their personal best.”

Also involved with the program is a Board of Directors who provide valuable assistance in the development of its activities. The current board members can be reached at any time with any questions about the program:

Mrs. Della Roberts, (302) 323-9398

Mrs. Lavern Robinson, (302) 764-8778

Ms. Traci Friess Clark, (610) 444-7409

Ms. Mary Mirabeau, (302) 764-4594

Mrs. Ruth J. Wilson, (302) 328-1659

Ms. Cheryle R. Pringle, (302) 836-2906

Ms. Joan Hodge-Roberts, (302) 832-2336

Mr. David Brady, (302) 507-9185  

Mr. Thornton Carroll, (302) 764-6314

Ms. Lisa Burton-Oglesby, (302) 762-1363

Reverend Dr. Johnson can be reached at Shiloh Baptist Church at (302) 655-5315.

What is expected of LEAP parents and/or guardians?

Parents and/or guardians are responsible to attend prep sessions and performances with their LEAP student(s).

If parents and students cannot attend the prep session or performance they are expected to contact Ms. Mary Mirabeau, Assistant Director, at (302) 764-4594 as soon as possible, but within 48 hours of the activity.

Prep session attendance is mandatory in order to attend the event for which the Prep session reviews.

Prep sessions unless otherwise noted will be held at the law offices of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and Flom at One Rodney Square, 6th Floor, Wilmington, Delaware at 6 PM.

If for any reason a participant is unable to uphold his or her commitment to this program, the participant will be removed at the discretion of the LEAP Board of Directors.
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LEAP’s mission is to foster the will to succeed in young people through exposure to the arts.
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The Leadership Enrichment Arts Program

Helping students and families leap to success!

Shiloh Baptist Church

215 W. 23rd Street

Wilmington, DE 19802

(302) 655-5315

Reverend Dr. Clifford I. Johnson, Pastor and Director of LEAP
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